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03/08/16 SENATE Withdrawn from Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;
Appropriations; Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading; Substituted for SB 1052; Read Second Time; Placed on Third Reading,
03/09/16

03/09/16 SENATE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 39 Yeas / 0 Nays)
03/09/16 HOUSE Ordered enrolled
03/09/16 HOUSE Enrolled Text (ER) Filed
03/11/16 Signed by Officers and presented to Governor (Governor has until 03/26/16 to act on this bill)
Public Comments
PASSED. This is a collection of various tweaks to ch. 373 and 403 at the request of multiple stakeholders.

Summary: Amends the licensure requirements for water well contractors; Provides that if the beneficial
use of a constructed clay settling area (CSA) of a phosphate mine is extended, the rate of reclamation
requirements and the financial responsibility requirements do not apply to the CSA until the beneficial use
of the CSA is complete; Allows the use of land set-asides and land use modifications not otherwise
required by state law or permit, including constructed wetlands or other water quality improvement
projects, that reduce nutrient loads into nutrient impaired surface waters to generate water quality credits
for trading; Provides that the limitation on the granting of a variance does not prohibit the issuance of
moderating provisions or requirements under state law, subject to any necessary approval by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency; Deletes the July 1, 2016 expiration date of the solid waste
landfill closure account within the Solid Waste Management Trust Fund (SWMTF); Provides that counties
and municipalities may implement a flow control ordinance to ensure an adequate amount of solid waste
is received at a resource recovery facility only after it owns, and actively uses a resource recovery facility,
and proves the necessity of implementing flow control; Provides that a flow control ordinance does not
limit other entities and districts to contract for waste management services; Specifies that for purposes of
exercising flow control authority, a resource recovery facility does not include a landfill gas-to-energy
system or facility; and Provides an appropriation for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 of $2,399,764 from the
SWMTF for the closure and long-term care of solid waste management facilities.

HB 0697 Relating to Petroleum Restoration Program Grant 03/03/16  

(C: 0100 )

Petroleum Restoration Program: Revises eligibility requirements of Abandoned Tank Restoration Program; revises legislative intent &
purpose of Inland Protection Trust Fund; revises the criteria for determining rehabilitation program tasks; revises conditions for eligibility
& methods for payment of low-scored site initiative costs; revises eligibility requirements for rehabilitation funding; provides additional
funding for remediation & monitoring under certain circumstances; revises advanced cleanup application requirements; increases total
amount for which DEP may contract for advanced cleanup work in a fiscal year; authorizes property owners & responsible parties to
enter into voluntary cost-share agreements under certain circumstances. Effective Date: July 1, 2016
11/17/15 HOUSE Filed
11/23/15 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee; Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations

Subcommittee; State Affairs Committee
11/23/15 HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee
01/22/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee, 01/26/16, 12:00 pm, 102 H - PCS
01/26/16 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee; 12 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/01/16 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
02/02/16 HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee
02/05/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 02/09/16, 9:00 am, 102 H
02/09/16 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/10/16 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed
02/11/16 HOUSE Now in State Affairs Committee
02/16/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - State Affairs Committee, 02/18/16, 9:00 am, 17 H
02/18/16 HOUSE Favorable with CS by State Affairs Committee; 17 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/22/16 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C3) Filed
02/23/16 HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
03/01/16 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 03/03/16
03/03/16 HOUSE Read Second Time; Substituted for SB 0100; Laid on Table, Refer to SB 0100
Public Comments
Companion to SB 0100 (Simpson) petro program "glitch" bill. House bill passed and laid on table.

HB 0795 Relating to Dredge and Fill Activities Edwards 03/07/16  

(I: 1176 )

Dredge and Fill Activities: Revises acreage of wetlands & surface waters subject to impact by dredge & fill activities under state
programmatic general permits; provides that seeking to use such permits consents to specified federal wetland jurisdiction criteria;
authorizes DEP to delegate federal permitting programs for the discharge of dredged or fill material under certain conditions; deletes
certain conditions limiting when DEP may assume federal permitting programs for discharge of dredged or fill material. Effective Date:
upon becoming a law
11/30/15 HOUSE Filed
12/10/15 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee; Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations

Subcommittee; State Affairs Committee
01/29/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee, 02/02/16, 10:30 am, 102 H
02/02/16 HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/02/16 HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee
02/05/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 02/09/16, 9:00 am, 102 H
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02/09/16 HOUSE Favorable by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/09/16 HOUSE Now in State Affairs Committee
02/23/16 HOUSE On Committee agenda - State Affairs Committee, 02/25/16, 1:00 pm, 17 H
02/25/16 HOUSE Favorable with CS by State Affairs Committee; 15 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/26/16 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
02/29/16 HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
03/04/16 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 03/07/16
03/07/16 HOUSE Substituted for SB 1176; Laid on Table, Refer to SB 1176
Public Comments
Encourages DEP to pursue expanded SPGP from Corps. Laid on table for SB 1176, which PASSED.

SB 1052 Relating to Environmental Control Hays 03/08/16  
(C: 0987 0922
1069 1204 )
(S: 0589 )

Environmental Control; Revising eligibility requirements for taking the water well contractor licensure examination; exempting certain
constructed clay settling areas from reclamation rate and financial responsibility requirements; establishing a solid waste landfill closure
account within the Solid Waste Management Trust Fund to provide funding for the closing and long-term care of solid waste facilities, etc.
Effective Date: Upon becoming a law
12/03/15 SENATE Filed
12/17/15 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;

Appropriations
01/15/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 01/20/16, 1:30 pm, 37 S
01/20/16 SENATE Favorable with CS by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 9 Yeas, 0 Nays
01/21/16 SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
01/21/16 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government
02/08/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government, 02/11/16, 10:00 am, 110 S
02/11/16 SENATE Favorable with CS by Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; 5 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/15/16 SENATE Now in Appropriations
02/22/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations, 02/25/16, 10:00 am, 412 K - PCS
02/25/16 SENATE Favorable with CS by Appropriations; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/29/16 SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C2) Filed
02/29/16 SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
03/04/16 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 03/08/16
03/08/16 SENATE Read Second Time; Substituted for HB 0589; Laid on Table, Refer to HB 0589
Public Comments
Laid on table for HB 0589 (Pigman), which PASSED.

SB 1176 Relating to Dredge and Fill Activities Diaz de la Portilla 03/08/16  

(I: 0795 )
Dredge and Fill Activities; Revising the acreage of wetlands and other surface waters subject to impact by dredge and fill activities under
a state programmatic general permit; providing that seeking to use such a permit consents to specified federal wetland jurisdiction
criteria; deleting certain conditions limiting when the department may assume federal permitting programs for the discharge of dredged or
fill material, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law
12/17/15 SENATE Filed
01/08/16 SENATE Referred to Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government;

Appropriations
01/22/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Environmental Preservation and Conservation, 01/27/16, 9:00 am, 37 S
01/27/16 SENATE Favorable with CS by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays
01/27/16 SENATE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
01/28/16 SENATE Now in Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government
02/08/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government, 02/11/16, 10:00 am, 110 S
02/11/16 SENATE Favorable by Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; 5 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/12/16 SENATE Now in Appropriations
02/15/16 SENATE On Committee agenda - Appropriations, 02/18/16, 1:00 pm, 412 K
02/18/16 SENATE Favorable by Appropriations; 15 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/19/16 SENATE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
02/19/16 SENATE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 02/23/16
02/23/16 SENATE Retained on Special Order Calendar
02/24/16 SENATE Read Second Time; Placed on Third Reading, 03/02/16
03/02/16 SENATE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 34 Yeas / 0 Nays)
03/02/16 HOUSE In Messages
03/04/16 HOUSE Referred to Calendar
03/04/16 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 03/07/16
03/07/16 HOUSE Read Second Time; Substituted for HB 0795; Placed on Third Reading, 03/08/16
03/08/16 HOUSE Read Third Time; Passed (Vote: 112 Yeas / 2 Nays)
03/08/16 SENATE Ordered enrolled
03/08/16 SENATE Enrolled Text (ER) Filed
Public Comments
PASSED.

HB 7005 Relating to Environmental Resources State Affairs Committee 01/14/16  
Environmental Resources: Provides for conservation lands database; provides assistance to self-suppliers of water; authorizes pilot
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(I: 0552 )

projects for certain water management districts (WMDs); requires adoption of minimum flows & levels for Outstanding Florida Springs;
requires concurrent adoption of recovery or prevention strategies & minimum flows & levels; provides for Central Florida Water Initiative
Area; authorizes allocation of water by SFWMD; requires monitoring of consumptive use permits; provides for certain preferred water
supply sources; prohibits modification of permitted water allocations; provides priority consideration to certain public-private partnerships
for water storage, groundwater recharge, & water quality improvements on private agricultural lands; revises Northern Everglades &
Estuaries Protection Program; revises membership qualifications for Harris Chain of Lakes Restoration Council; requires certain funding
plans in water resource development work program; authorizes private landowners to assist WMDs; requires promotion of certain cost-
share criteria; creates the Florida Springs & Aquifer Protection Act; authorizes funding for nutrient & sediment reduction & conservation
pilot projects; revises requirements for basin management action plans; provides treated potable water supply as designated use of
surface waters; requires DEP & DACS to assess water resources & conservation lands. Effective Date: July 1, 2016
10/26/15 HOUSE Filed (Formerly PCB SAC1)
11/05/15 HOUSE Referred to Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee
11/05/15 HOUSE Now in Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee
11/10/15 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee, 11/18/15, 3:30 pm, 102 H
11/18/15 HOUSE Favorable with CS by Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 11 Yeas, 1 Nay
11/24/15 HOUSE Committee Substitute Text (C1) Filed
12/01/15 HOUSE Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading
01/12/16 HOUSE Placed on Special Order Calendar, 01/14/16
01/14/16 HOUSE Read Second Time; Substituted for SB 0552; Laid on Table, Refer to SB 0552
Public Comments
Passed and signed into law.
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SEMC 2016 Session Final Report 

Bills of interest –  

PASSED: 

 Environmental Resources (a.k.a. “Water Bill”) SB 0552/HB 7005 (Dean/Caldwell) 
The bill passed early as a priority of House and Senate leadership. It contains a number 

of provisions related to water resource development, establishment and implementation of 

MFLs and TMDLs, the Central Florida Water Initiative, the Northern Everglades and estuaries 

protection, dispersed water storage, springs and aquifer protection. This bill was largely 

supported by industry groups, FDACS and FDEP. The bill has already been signed by the 

Governor and will take effect on July 1, 2016. 

 Pollution Discharge Removal and Prevention SB 0100/HB 0697 (Simpson/Grant) 
This bill started as a Petroleum Restoration Program “glitch bill”, and was a priority of 

Senator Simpson since last year. It includes some positive changes, including increases to the 
Low Scored Site Initiative (now known as Low Risk Site Initiative), and increases in annual 
funding for the Advanced Cleanup Program. It also includes some other interesting changes that 
expand eligibility for state funding, and despite its “significant fiscal impacts” and luke-warm 
support by DEP, these provisions stayed in the bill.  

Late in the session, the RBCA provisions from SB 0092 were moved over to SB 0100, so 
this bill now also includes the new “background concentration” and “long term natural 
attenuation” provisions, the use of risk assessment modeling to create site-specific cleanup 
levels, and other improvements. If approved by the Governor, this law will take effect on July 1, 
2016. 

 Environmental Control SB 1052/HB 0589 (Hays/Pigman) 
This bill is a collection of various changes to chapters 373 and 403, including provisions 

related to consumptive use permit holders, well contractors, clay settling areas, water quality 
credit trading, solid waste landfill closure, and the stormwater “10/2 general permit”. If 
approved by the Governor, this law will take effect immediately. 

 Dredge and Fill SB 1176/HB 0795 (Diaz de la Portilla/Edwards) 
This bill authorizes FDEP to implement a State Programmatic General Permit (SPGP) for 

dredge and fill activities impacting up to ten acres of wetlands. It also authorizes FDEP to pursue 
assumption of the Clean Water Act, section 404 from the Corps of Engineers. If approved by the 
Governor, this law will take effect immediately. 

 Organizational Structure of DEP SB 0400/HB 0561 (Hays/Combee) 
This bill removes the statutory organization of FDEP and authorizes the Secretary to 

organize the agency “to promote the efficient and effective operation of the FDEP”. If approved 
by the Governor, this law will take effect on July 1, 2016. 

 Administrative Procedures SB 0372/HB 0183 (Lee/Adkins) 
This bill revises the Administrative Procedures Act, which regulates agency rulemaking. 

It includes the following provisions: Rulemaking must be completed within 180 days of 
commencement; Additional notices of agency rulemaking must be posted to the Florida 
Administrative Register; and Summary hearing procedures are now applicable to special events 
over sovereign submerged lands (e.g. boat shows). If approved by the Governor, this law will 
take effect on July 1, 2016. 

 



FAILED: 

 Contaminated Sites SB 0092/HB 0351 (Evers/Drake) 
Late in session, a provision related to RESTORE Act funding was amended on to this bill. 

The bill died in messages in the House, but the balance of the RBCA provisions of the bill were 

moved to SB 0100. 

 Oil & Gas Regulation SB 0318/HB 0191 (Richter/Rodriquez) 
This bill would have placed a temporary moratorium on unconventional production 

techniques (e.g. “fracking”) in Florida until FDEP conducts a study of the potential 
environmental impacts and then completes new rulemaking to govern unconventional 
production techniques. The environmental lobby raised significant concerns over the practice of 
fracking and opposed this bill, since it would have created a path forward for the practice to 
continue. Instead, they called for an outright ban of the practice. As a result of this bill’s failure, 
the status quo continues, which authorizes the practice of unconventional production 
techniques, including fracking, without the need for a permit from FDEP. 
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CS/CS/SB 552 — Environmental Resources 
by Appropriations Committee; Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee; and 

Senator Dean 

The bill (Chapter 2016-1, L.O.F.) addresses numerous topics related to Florida’s environmental 

resources. 

 

The bill creates the Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection Act to: 

 Provide for the protection and restoration of Outstanding Florida Springs (OFSs); 

 Provide timelines and deadlines for the restoration of OFSs through the Basin 

Management Action Plan (BMAP) process; 

 Require the development of Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal System (OSTDS) 

remediation plans when OSTDSs contribute significantly to pollution of an OFS; 

 Prohibit certain activities within a priority focus area for an OFS; 

 Require the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to develop rules relating to 

groundwater withdrawals including the creation of a uniform definition for “harmful to 

the water resources” for OFSs (water management districts may adopt a more restrictive 

definition). 

 

The bill updates and restructures the Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program to 

reflect and build upon DEP’s implementation of BMAPs for Lake Okeechobee, the 

Caloosahatchee River and Estuary, and the St. Lucie River and Estuary. The BMAPs will 

include the construction of water projects, water monitoring programs, and the implementation, 

verification, and enforcement of best management practices (BMPs) within these watersheds. 

The BMAPs will include 5, 10, and 15-year measureable milestones towards achieving the total 

maximum daily loads for those water basins within 20 years. 

 

The bill revises provisions relating to Consumptive Use Permits (CUPs) to: 

 Require monitoring and reporting for certain sized wells and authorizes water 

management districts (WMDs) to have more stringent monitoring requirements; 

 Clarify that permitted allocations may not be decreased because of: 

o Additional conservation measures implemented by the permit holder; 

o Changes in certain agricultural conditions or practices that result in actual water use 

being less than permitted water use; 

 Require the WMDs to adopt rules to incentivize water conservation; 

 Create a preference for new CUP applicants that are nearest to a water source when two 

or more applications otherwise qualify equally.  

 

The bill sets deadlines for the WMDs to adopt minimum flows and levels (MFLs) for waterways 

within their jurisdiction. The bill requires the WMDs to concurrently adopt recovery or 

prevention strategies for any waterway that is not meeting an MFL or that will fall below an 

MFL within 20 years. 
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The bill clarifies that BMAPs are enforceable pursuant to ss. 403.067, 403.121, 403.141, and 

403.161, F.S. The bill requires DEP and the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

(DACS) to adopt rules to verify implementation of BMPs or other measures. The rules must 

include enforcement procedures. 

 

The bill requires the following to help track and monitor progress toward conservation and 

restoration goals: 

 The Office of Economic and Demographic Research must conduct an annual assessment 

of water resources and conservation lands; 

 DEP must publish an online, publicly accessible database of conservation lands where 

public access is compatible with conservation and recreational purposes; 

 DEP will conduct a feasibility study for creating and maintaining a web-based, 

interactive map of the state’s waterbodies that provides information on the status of each 

waterbody with respect to minimum flows and levels and nutrient impairment; 

 DEP, in coordination with other entities, must establish statewide standards for the 

collection and analysis of water quantity, water quality, and related data; 

 DEP, DACS, and the WMDs are subject to a number of new planning and reporting 

requirements relating to water quantity and quality. 

 

The bill also: 

 Requires the DEP to adopt by rule a specific surface water classification for surface 

waters used for treated potable water supply; 

 Revises membership requirements for the Harris Chain of Lakes Restoration Council; 

 Creates a pilot program for alternative water supply development in restricted allocation 

areas and a pilot program for innovative nutrient and sediment reduction and 

conservation;  

 Codifies the Central Florida Water Initiative (CFWI) and ensures that the appropriate 

governmental entities continue to develop and implement uniform water supply planning, 

consumptive use permitting, and resource protection programs in the area encompassed 

by the CFWI; 

 Encourages public-private partnerships with agricultural land owners who provide certain 

environmental benefits; 

 Encourages DEP and WMDs to provide technical assistance to water self-suppliers. 

 

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2016. 

Vote:  Senate 37-0; House 110-2 

 

 



THE FLORIDA SENATE 

2016 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED 

Committee on Environmental Preservation 

And Conservation 

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. 

CS/SB 100  Page: 1 

 

CS/SB 100 — Pollution Discharge Removal and Prevention 
by Appropriations Committee and Senator Simpson 

The bill amends the Global Risk Based Corrective Action (RBCA) and brownfield program 

cleanup statutes to: 

 Define “background concentration” to mean the concentration of contaminants naturally 

occurring or resulting from anthropogenic (human) impacts unrelated to the discharge of 

pollutants or hazardous substances at a contaminated site undergoing site rehabilitation 

and deletes the phrase “naturally occurring” in determining the cleanup target level 

(CTL); 

 Define “long-term natural attenuation” to mean natural attenuation approved by the 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) as a site rehabilitation program task for a 

period of more than 5 years; 

 Provide that Global RBCA does not apply to nonprogram petroleum-contaminated sites 

unless requested by the person responsible for site rehabilitation; 

 Require rules concerning rehabilitation program tasks to include protocols for long-term 

natural attenuation where site conditions warrant; 

 Create an exception when applying state water quality standards to CTLs for surface 

water exposed to contaminated groundwater when it has been demonstrated that the 

contaminants do not cause or contribute to the exceedance of applicable surface water 

quality criteria; 

 Encourage DEP to utilize long-term attenuation monitoring when additional site 

rehabilitation is necessary to reach a finding of “No Further Action”; 

 Require DEP to consider the interactive (as opposed to additive) effects of contaminants 

when determining what constitutes a rehabilitation program task; 

 Allow the use of risk assessment modeling and probabilistic risk assessment to create 

site-specific alternative CTLs; and 

 Allow the use of alternative CTLs without institutional controls if certain specified 

conditions exist. 

 

Concerning the Abandoned Tank Restoration Program, the bill:  

 Removes the June 30, 1996 deadline for applications for the Abandoned Tank 

Restoration Program; 

 Provides that certain sites eligible for the Petroleum Cleanup Participation Program are 

not eligible for the Abandoned Tank Restoration Program; and 

 Removes provisions that exclude sites from eligibility when the sites are owned by a 

person who had knowledge of the polluting condition when the title was acquired unless 

the person acquired title to the site after issuance of a notice of site eligibility by DEP. 

 

The bill makes the following changes to the Petroleum Restoration Program, the Low Scored 

Site Initiative (LSSI), and DEP’s findings of “No Further Action” for contamination sites. The 

bill: 
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 Authorizes continued state funding for certain sites that have received a site rehabilitation 

completion  order; 

 Substantially revises the criteria for a finding of “No Further Action;” 

 Removes an expiration date of July 1, 2016 for the obligation of funds from the Inland 

Protection Trust Fund (IPTF) for payments for program deductibles, copayments and 

certain reports; 

 Allows DEP to pay for institutional controls for costs associated with certain surveys and 

obtaining a title report and recording fees; 

 Allows for payment of costs for limited remediation to include up to 12 months, rather 

than 6 months, of groundwater monitoring and 12 months of limited remediation 

activities; 

 Increases the amount available for groundwater monitoring and for limited remediation 

activities from $30,000 to $35,000, for sites where DEP has determined that the 

assessment and limited remediation, if applicable, will likely result in a determination of 

“No Further Action;” 

 Provides that DEP may approve an additional amount not to exceed $35,000 for limited 

remediation need to achieve a determination of “No Further Action;” 

 Provides that assessment and limited remediation work shall be completed no later than 

15 months, rather than 6 months, after DEP authorizes the start of a state-funded, LSSI 

task; 

 Provides that if groundwater monitoring is required after the assessment and limited 

remediation in order to satisfy certain conditions, DEP may authorize an additional 12 

months to complete the monitoring; and 

 Increases the amount that may be encumbered from the IPTF for the LSSI from $10 

million to $15 million per year. 

 

The bill makes the following revisions to the Petroleum Cleanup Participation Program (PCPP). 

The bill: 

 Specifies that participation in the cost-sharing cleanup program under the PCPP is 

available for property contaminated by discharges of petroleum or petroleum products 

from a petroleum storage system; 

 Removes the December 31, 1998 deadline for applications for the PCPP; and 

 Allows DEP to approve supplemental funding of up to $100,000 for additional 

remediation and monitoring if such remediation and monitoring is necessary to achieve a 

determination of “No Further Action.” 

 

The bill revises the advanced cleanup program to: 

 Substantially revise the criteria for an application for advanced cleanup; 

 Increase the amount DEP may enter into contracts for advanced cleanup work each fiscal 

year from $15 million to $25 million; 

 Allow a property owner or responsible party to enter into a voluntary cost-share 

agreement in which the property owner or responsible party commits to bundle multiple 

sites and lists the facilities that will be included in those future bundles; 
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 Provide that facilities listed are not subject to agency term contractor assignment pursuant 

to DEP rule; and 

 Allow DEP to terminate or amend the voluntary cost-share agreement for any identified 

site under the voluntary cost-share agreement if the property owner or responsible party 

fails to submit an application to bundle any site, not already covered by an advance 

cleanup contract, under such voluntary cost-share agreement within a subsequent open 

application period during which it is eligible to participate. 

 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2016. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 115-0 
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CS/CS/CS/HB 589 — Environmental Control 
by State Affairs Committee; Agriculture and Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Subcommittee; and Rep. Pigman (CS/CS/SB 1052 by 

Appropriations Committee; Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee; and 

Senator Hays) 

CS/CS/CS/HB 589: 

 Repeals s. 373.245, F.S., which authorizes damages to be paid to consumptive use 

permitholders that occur as a result of permit violations by abutting consumptive use 

permitholders; 

 Revises the number of letters required to provide proof of the length of time an applicant 

wishing to take the water well contractor licensure examination has been engaged in the 

business of construction, repair, or abandonment of water wells from two letters to one; 

 Exempts constructed clay settling areas at phosphate mines from rate of reclamation and 

financial assurance requirements where their beneficial use has been extended until the 

beneficial use of the area is completed; 

 Allows land set-asides and land use modifications not otherwise required by state law or 

permit to be used to generate credits for water quality credit trading; 

 Modifies a prohibition against granting variances that would result in the provisions or 

requirements being less stringent than federal law. The bill authorizes moderating 

provisions or requirements under state law, subject to any necessary approval by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency; 

 Modifies provisions related to the use of funds from the solid waste landfill closure 

account for contracting with a third party for the closing and long-term care of solid 

waste management facilities by allowing the use of funds when a facility was not 

required to obtain a permit to operate the facility and expanding the types of financial 

assurances permittees may provide for closure of solid waste management facilities; and 

 Provides authority to the Department of Environmental Protection to use funds from the 

Solid Waste Management Trust Fund to pay for or reimburse additional expenses needed 

for performing or completing a facility closure or long-term care when the amount 

available under an insurance policy or other financial assurance mechanism is not 

sufficient; and 

 Allows construction of a stormwater management system to proceed without any further 

agency action by the DEP or water management district (WMD) if, before construction 

begins, rather than within 30 days after construction begins, an electronic self-

certification is submitted to the DEP or the WMD which certifies that the proposed 

system was designed by a Florida registered professional and that the registered 

professional has certified that the proposed system meets all statutory requirements.  

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 118-0 
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CS/SB 1176 — Dredge and Fill Activities 
by Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee; and Senator Diaz de la Portilla 

The bill authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection, subject to agreement with the 

United States Army Corps of Engineers, to implement a voluntary state programmatic general 

permit for all dredge and fill activities impacting ten acres or less of wetlands or other surface 

waters, if the general permit is at least as protective of the environment and natural resources as 

existing state law under part IV of ch. 373, F.S., and federal law under the Clean Water Act and 

the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. 

 

The bill clarifies that by seeking to use a statewide programmatic general permit, an applicant 

consents to applicable federal wetland jurisdictional criteria as required by the United States 

Army Corp of Engineers. 

 

The bill authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to pursue delegation or 

assumption of federal permitting programs regulating the discharge of dredged or fill material, 

rather than only complete assumption which encompasses all dredge and fill activities in, on, or 

over jurisdictional wetlands or waters, including navigable waters, within the state. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming a law. 

Vote:  Senate 34-0; House 112-2 
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CS/CS/HB 561— Organizational Structure of the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
by Agriculture and Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Subcommittee; and Rep. Combee (CS/CS/SB 400 by Appropriations; Environmental 

Preservation and Conservation; and Senator Hays) 

The bill removes the statutory enactment of each office within the Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP). The bill establishes the Office of Secretary within the DEP and authorizes the 

secretary to establish offices within the divisions or within the Office of Secretary to promote the 

efficient and effective operation of the DEP. The bill requires the secretary to appoint a general 

counsel who is directly responsible to and serves at the pleasure of the secretary and who is 

responsible for all legal matters of the DEP. The bill establishes the Division of Water 

Restoration Assistance within the DEP. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2016. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 116-2 
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CS/CS/CS/HB 183 — Administrative Procedures 
by State Affairs Committee; Government Operations Appropriations Subcommittee; Rulemaking 

Oversight and Repeal Subcommittee; and Rep. Adkins (CS/CS/SB 372 by Appropriations 

Committee; Judiciary Committee; and Senator Lee) 

This bill revises the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), which governs agency rulemaking and 

decision making. The most significant changes to the APA by the bill: 

 Generally require that an agency commence and complete rulemaking activities within 

180 days after it holds a public hearing on a petition to initiate rulemaking activities on an 

unadopted rule. 

 Require the dissemination of additional notices of agency rulemaking activities on the 

Florida Administrative Register and through e-mails by an agency to its licensees and 

other interested persons. 

 Authorize a person to challenge agency action by asserting that a rule or unadopted rule 

used as a basis for the agency’s action is invalid. 

 Require agencies to review their rules to identify rules the violation of which would 

constitute a minor violation and for which a notice of noncompliance will be the first 

enforcement action. 

 

The bill also makes the APA’s summary hearing procedures applicable to challenges to proposed 

regulatory permits related to special events, such as a boat show, on sovereign submerged land. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2016. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 104-1 
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